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Hearing in reference to Childr en’s Television Act

As a reading teacher | envision TY linked to lteracy. First, | see reader friendly,
highlighted captions on educational and commercial television. Second, | see
students creatively communicating what they learn in school on television.

Please view the enclosed video, “Link TV & Literacy” (8 minutes). It
demonstrates an Inexpensive way to improve literacy and children’s
television programming.

Highlighted Captions

Experts agree reading aloud is the most important thing parents can do to help their
children get ready to read. Many parents do not réad aloud to their children and
many of those who do, do not point out words (major mistake)! Considering the
average child spends over 5000 hours watching television before entering
kindergarten, it is critical that television programs link TY and fiteracy with
highlighted captions. Children have no idea their favorite television characters are
modeling appropriate intonation, articulation, and fluency while reading their scripts.

Teleyision has the potential to become a beautiful, moving picture book. Dueto the
Disabilities Act new televisions include tele-caption decoder chips. However,
captions at this time are not reader friendly. | would like to see highlighted captions
which have slightly larger text, upper and lower case lefters, and a transiucent
background with text that changes color as individual words, key words, or phrases
are spoken so the auditoryfvisual correfation could be made simultaneously by the
audience.

Inexpensive Educational Programming

Students at my school are expected to creatively communicate what they are
learning on video. This stretches students a fot more than taking a2 muttiple choice
test and is certainly more motivating. HyperStudio, an Apple [IGS, and a video
overiay card are used to produce the reader friendty, highlighted captions. While
our videos are not difficult to make, 'm anxiousty awaiting the development of an
inexpensive, user friendly desktop video editing system that creates highlighted
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captions through yoice recognition so our ¥ideos will look more professional with
less effort. 1n a classroom setting it is important that minimal amounts of time are
spent on the technological aspects of the yideo production process. Qur yideos are
shown on the local cable access station to the delight of peers, siblings, parents,
grandparents, neighbors, and school board members. Theyare more popularthan
prime time TY and meet the cognitive, intellectual, and social-emotional needs of
children 16 and under.

Please consider linking TY and literacy through The Children’s Television Act by
requiring networks to inciude highlighted captions and student programming.
Linking TY and literacy is an inexpensive way to reach children who are sitting in
front of television and not making the connection between speech and the printed
word, improve children’s television programming, and motivate students.

Sincerely,

WM

Nancy Krofl
Reading Teacher

Shagy Lane School
Menomonee Falls

Home

3535 River Court
Mequon, Wi 53092
(414-241-5765)

Ifyou didn't see the enclosed video yet, now is your chance. Enjoy!



Attachment A

DOCUMENT OFF-LINE

This page has been substituted for one of the following:

O An oversize page or document (such as a map) which was too large to be scanned
into the RIPS system.

/Mj.crofilm, microform, certain photographs or

O Other materials which, for one reason or another, could not be scanned into
the RIPS system.

The actual document, page(s) or materials may be reviewed by contacting an Information
Technician. Please note the applicable docket or rulemaking number, document type and
any other relevant information about the document in order to ensure speedy retrieval

by the Information Technician.



